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The University of Dayton News Release 
March 21, 1994 
Contact: Mary Harvan or Pam Huber 
IS AUGUSTINE REALLY DEAD? UD COLLOQUIUM 
FOCUSES ON PHILOSOPHER'S LIFE AND THOUGHT 
DAYTON, Ohio-- He's been dead more than 1,500 years, but even Sting is still 
singing about him. 
The popular singer's latest album features a song called "Saint Augustine in Hell"-
which is not where all scholars would put the early intellectual, says Ray Herbenick, a 
philosophy professor at the University of Dayton who, with department chair Patricia 
Johnson, is organizing the 21st annual Richard R. Baker philosophy colloquium "Augustine 
on Human Goodness: Metaphysics, Ethics and Politics," set for April 7-9 on UD's campus. 
Herbenick says many people misperceive Augustine as "a completely negative 
philosopher," downplaying his contributions to art, music, politics, ethics, theology and 
philosophy. The interdisciplinary colloquium focuses on those contributions and includes 
several sessions placing Augustine in historical and geographical context. 
"The misconception is that he's a dead, white European male," says Herbenick, who 
notes that Augustine spent a few years in Italy but was born and spent most of his life in 
North Africa. "What we're really exploring is the roots of North African Christianity." 
The colloquium events, which are free and open to the public, include the following: 
• An archaeologist's report on the remains of a community in the French Alps, considered an 
'~ 
early attempt to live out principles Augustine outlines in City of God, Bruce Hitchner, UD 
history department, 1 p.m., Friday, April 8, room 310, Kennedy Union; 
• Keynote presentation, "Augustine and the Problem of Human Goodness," the Rev. Ernest 
Fortin, A.A., theology department, Boston College, 7 p.m., Friday, April 8; 
• Vespers first performed in Italy in Augustine's time, directed by Todd Ridder, S.M., UD 
music department, 8:30p.m., Friday, April 8, Immaculate Conception Chapel; 
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• Visual presentation, "Mosaic Art in St. Augustine's North Africa," Margaret Alexander, 
professor emerita, department of art and art history, University of Iowa, 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 9, room 206, Rike Center; 
• Keynote presentation, "Augustine's Christian Humanism," Mary Clark, R.S.C.J., visiting 
professor of philosophy, 1993 Women's Chair in Humanistic Studies, Marquette University, 7 
p.m., Saturday, April 9, Sears Recital Hall, Jesse Philips Humanities Center; and 
• A dramatic reading of Augustine's work, Herbert Martin, UD English department, 8:30 
p.m., Saturday, April 9, Sears Recital Hall, Jesse Philips Humanities Center. 
Herbenick says Martin will read in period dress and attempt to bring Augustine to life 
for colloquium participants. 
"Is Augustine really dead?" says Herbenick. "Well, he may be dead, but his thought 
continues." 
The colloquium begins at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 7, and continues on Friday and 
Saturday, April 8 and 9, starting at 9 a.m. Each day's events start in room 310, Kennedy 
Union. 
The colloquium honors former chair of UD's philosophy department, Richard Baker, 
and completes a 20-year cycle of colloquia on influential Western philosophers, including 
Aquinas, Plato and Aristotle. It also anticipates the department's 75th anniversary in 1995 
and marks the yearlong celebration of the humanities at the University of Dayton. 
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Editor's Note: For interviews, call Ray Herbenick at (513) 229-2923 or (513) 433-8508. 
For moreinformation, call Mary Harvan or Pam Huber at (513) 229-3241. 
